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Abstract

The Ram Krapong is a distinctive folk performance of
Sukhothai Province, reflecting the agricultural lifestyle of central Thai
villagers, particularly activities related to rice cultivation such as
digging the soil, sowing seeds, and harvesting. The sound of the
krapong, produced by striking bamboo or wooden clappers, serves
as the main rhythmic element of the dance. In the past, it also
functioned as an essential communication tool within the
community, used to call gatherings or announce important news.
Thus, the krapong symbolizes a profound connection between art
and everyday life. The objective of this study is to investigate the
historical background and components of the Ram Krapong dance

of Sukhothai Province, including performers, costumes, music,
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instruments, and dance gestures that express the values and identity
of the agricultural community. Moreover, the research aims to
analyze the role of Ram Krapong as a medium of cultural
communication and as an intangible heritage worthy of preservation.
The research was conducted between May 2022 and May 2025. The
methodology comprised the study of documents, textbooks,
articles, and related research, together with interviews with experts
in Thai performing arts, field observations in local communities, and
practical training with folk performance groups in Sukhothai. These
methods provided comprehensive empirical data and holistic
understanding. The findings reveal that Ram Krapong is not merely a
form of entertainment but also plays a significant role in both social
and artistic contexts. The sound of the krapong conveys strength,
determination, and community solidarity, while the dance elements
embody the values of diligence, unity, and a deep bond with nature.
Consequently, Ram Krapong serves as both a cultural heritage and a
means of transmitting local wisdom to younger generations.
Furthermore, it can be applied effectively in cultural promotion
activities, education, cultural tourism, and community identity

building in sustainable ways.
Keywords : Kro Pong, Ti-kro-kor-mai, community
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