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Abstract

This research aimed to study the inheritance of the identity
of the Kato performance of the Mae Sod Na Dan Temple (Wat Ngiew
Luang) community group in Mae Sot District, Tak Province. The study
employed document research, interviews, and field data of the Mae
Sod Na Dan Temple (Wat Ngiew Luang) community group who have
more than 15 years of experience in performing arts. The research
instruments included unstructured interviews and participatory and
non-participatory observations. The research results revealed that
the Kato performance had a fun, elegant style, mixed with the
character of the To, who must be playful and flirtatious with the
audience. The Kato performance has been passed down from

ancestors and contained only 3 steps in the performance process
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passed down until these days: 1) Wai Khru gesture was performed
by the To performers by bowing to pay respect to the elders in the
event. If there are Buddha images or monks in the event, they will
pay respect to them first; 2) The performance showing abilities
mainly consisted of walking movements and money-eating gestures;
and 3. The ending gesture was when the To performers bowed to
the audience. The Kato performance gestures have an identity that
has been passed down from ancestors. At present, there are changes
in postures, costumes, and performance styles of new generation
artists who have developed the performance of Kato to be more
fun and interesting. However, the traditional performance style that
has been passed down still remains in all the 3 steps and has
become an important tradition of the Kato performance of the Mae
Sod Na Dan Temple (Wat Ngio Luang) community group in Mae Sot

District, Tak Province.
Keywords : Identity, Gato, Performance style, Performance elements
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