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Abstract

This article studied life history of Overseas Chinese in Thai
society during 1910s — 1940s, which was recorded in the novel “Jek
Baan Nok” following the theme of history from below which sought
to take ordinary people as its subjects and concentrated on their
experiences and perspectives, contrasting itself with the stereotype of
traditional political history of which focus was on the actions of great
men, elite, or the upper classes.

The study of the Chinese Family’ s experiences in the novel
“Jek Baan Nok” presented the story of Hainan people's immigration
to Thailand and the settlement of the Chinese in the rural area. The
expression, “a blanket and a pillow” or ‘suer paeun mon bai’ in Thai,
was translated from Chinese, referring to the time when people
relocated to Thailand from China with only a little possession while

they were able to start a new life with positivity and patience.
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However, this study revealed the life of poor Chinese in rural society
of Thailand during 1910s-1940s apart from those successful and
wealthy ones. Without necessary resources such as power and capital,
they had to face great cultural, politic, and economic changes.
Meanwhile, they also encountered complex problems arising from
community, family, government agent, and Thai nationalism which

prevented them from prosperity.

Keywords : Overseas Chinese, Poor Chinese, Thai rural society,

History from below
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