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Abstract

This article aims to study the history and significance of
the twin relics in Lan Chang culture enshrined in the area of
Wat Lamphu Ramphaniwat, Jai Dee Subdistrict, Khukhan District,
Si Sa Ket Province. As a religious site that symbolizes friendship
among local people according to their beliefs, it has a long history
and is sacred as a spiritual refuge for local people, resulting in
its artistic characteristics that clearly represent the uniqueness of local

Lan Chang art. A qualitative study was conducted using documents,
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testimonies, interviews, and field data. The study found that the
twin relics in Lan Chang culture in the area of Wat Lamphu
Ramphaniwat in Si Sa Ket have a history of more than 400 years and
were built in the early 22" Buddhist century, shortly before the
construction of Wat Lamphu Ramphaniwat. It is historical
archaeological evidence that indicates the influence of Lao culture
in the southern Isan (North Eastern) region in the Ayutthaya period.
It is a pair of chedis in the shape of a castle and a lotus bud in the
Lan Chang art style. It is enshrined in the wide area on the east side
of the temple. It was assumed that the chedis contain the relics of
the former abbot of Wat Lamphu Ramphaniwat. There are legendary
stories that show the symbol of the relationship between men and
women, including local people; the relationship between the two
lands; and the belief in the Naga, a sacred animal in religion that has
an influence on controlling society. It reflects the evidence of art
that has been related to politics and governance for a long time. Its
sacredness has affected the beliefs and faith of local people. It is
important in the context of the chedi that is unique to Lan Chang
art in Si Sa Ket.

Keywords : Paired chedis in Lan Chang culture, Wat Lamphu
Ramphaniwat, Lan Chang art, Si Sa Ket
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