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Abstract

This research aimed to analyze the behavior of the
protagonist in the Lao S.E.A. Write Award-winning short story Half
Price by Piti Tiwachon (Thai translation) using psychological theories
as the analytical framework. The study applied four major
perspectives: developmental psychology, social psychology, coping
mechanisms, and Maslow’s hierarchy of needs. The objective was

to understand the character’s motivations, psychological needs,
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and emotional responses within the context of socio-economic
changes. The study employed a documentary research methodology
to conduct an in-depth analysis of the literary content.

The findings reveal that the protagonists demonstrated
behaviors aligned with Maslow’s hierarchy, ranging from basic needs
and security to self- esteem and identity. The characters faced
internal conflicts as they attempted to preserve traditional values
while adapting to modern expectations. These struggles resulted in
identity crises, alienation, and a search for meaning in life. The will
and meaning was the primary driving force in human life. The study
highlights the psychological complexities of individuals in rural Lao
communities facing structural inequality and the psychological
effects of economic development focused on urban centers. The
transition from traditional society to modern capitalism is shown to
impact not only the characters’ external environment but also their
emotional resilience, moral integrity, and self-conception. The story
functions as a literary space that mirrors the silent psychological toll

of socioeconomic transformation.

Keywords : Protagonist behavior, Lao S.E.A. Write short story literature,

Psychological Framework
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