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Abstract

This research aimed to 1) explore the historical background
of the Madhupayasa Ceremony, the ceremonial preparation of
sacred rice, and the role of the young woman selected to perform
the ritual and 2) create a Thai dance performance entitled Khattiya
Kanlaya Madhupayasa as a medium for conveying the beliefs and
cultural significance associated with this tradition. The study drew
upon historical documents, academic texts, previous research, and
interviews with experts, with findings presented through analytical

narrative.
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The research revealed that: 1) the Madhupayasa Rice Stirring
Ceremony was an ancient ritual rooted in Brahmanical beliefs
interwoven with Buddhist philosophy. It reflected the legend of
Sujata’s offering of Madhupayasa (divine rice) to the Buddha on the
eve of his enlightenment. The dish was thus regarded as sacred and
auspicious, believed to bring prosperity, blessings, and good health.
The young woman selected to prepare the rice must be a virgin who
embodies the five classical ideals of feminine beauty: lustrous hair,
radiant skin, beautiful teeth, graceful form, and youthful charm,
dressed entirely in white, symbolizing purity. This portrayal was
inspired by Mom Chao Traithipsuda Kasemsan, who once performed
this role during the reign of King Rama VII. 2) The Thai dance piece
Khattiya Kanlaya Madhupayasa was choreographed to express the
sanctity, elegance, and cultural depth of the ritual. Performed by
ten female dancers of similar physique and technical skill, the piece
featured costumes made from white fabric adorned with gold
ornaments. The accompanying music blended the traditional Piphat
Khrueang Ha ensemble with Western instrumentation to create a
contemporary resonance. The performance was divided into three
acts: the maiden’s preparation, the presentation of beauty from
each royal residence, and the collective ritual of stirring the sacred
rice. This performance reflects the refined artistry of Thai classical
dance and the enduring spirit of Thai cultural identity which is an
artistic legacy worthy of preservation and pride for generations to

come.

Keywords : Creation of Thai dance, Khattiya Kanlaya Madhupayasa,

Madhupayasa Rice Stirring Ceremony
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