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Abstract

This research aimed to: 1) study the narratives about Phra
Maha Chakrabhat and 2) examine worship rituals of Phra Maha
Chakrabhat. Data were collected from written documents, oral
traditions, online media, and field research between February 2023
and April 2024 at Bhuddhaphrompanyo Dhamma Monastery, Yang
Neam Branch, Nong Phai District, Phetchabun Province. The study
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applied Stith Thompson’s tale types and Victor Turner’s concept of
symbolism in rituals.

The research findings revealed that the narratives of Phra
Maha Chakrabhat could be categorized into 3 types: 1) narratives of
Phra Maha Chakrabhat as a powerful and virtuous ruler, 2) narratives
of a spiritual master who transmitted Phra Maha Chakhrabhat’s
knowledge, and 3) narratives of laypeople using Phra Maha
Chakhrabhat’s teachings. These narratives are a dynamic progression
from stories depicting Phra Maha Chakrabhat as a figure of virtue and
power, an honored one with merits and perfections, related to
Buddha and religious principles in the written documents, to stories
in the oral traditions where monks served as intermediaries between
Phra Maha Chakrabhat and ordinary people. Additionally, the
narratives about the belief in Phra Maha Chakrabhat’s supernatural
power to fulfill worldly desires of the worshippers were popularized
on the internet.

The worship rituals of Phra Maha Chakrabhat examined in
this research were: 1) the praying and chanting of Phra Maha
Chakrabhat mantra and meditation, and 2) the ritual of casting
crowned Buddha images of Phra Maha Chakrabhat in full regalia.
There are important symbolic objects and actions in these rituals
such as Phra Maha Chakrabhat Buddha image, photographs of Luang
Pu Du Phrompanyo, the chanting of Phra Maha Chakrabhat mantra,
and the consecration of Phra Maha Chakrabhat’s talismans. These
symbols conveyed the meaning of acceptance of worship and faith

in the power of Phra Maha Chakrabhat as powerful sacred entity
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capable of fulfilling worldly desires including ideals related to
reincarnation, karma, and the various realms of existence.

Narratives and worship rituals of Phra Maha Chakrabhat were
social phenomena reflecting the adaptation of Buddhism to meet
the needs of people in the modern world. They also showed the

creation of new beliefs and rituals based on cultural roots.
Keywords : Narrative, Ritual, Phra Maha Chakrabhat
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