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Abstract

Chinese immigrants have played an important role in trade
and investment in Bangkok for a long time starting from the mid-19""
century when the Bowring Treaty linked the Thailand’ s economy to
the world economy. This allowed Chinese merchants in Thailand to
begin to play a role as commercial capitalists. The Chinese
immigrants residing in Thailand used their trading experience and the
creation of social networks among Chinese groups to help one
another, along with networks of with political elites, helping them
establish and maintain the stability of their businesses especially in
Bangkok, the economic center of Thailand. With China’s opening

under the Four Modernizations Policy and its international trade in
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the late 20" century, there was a phenomenon of new generations
of Chinese entrepreneurs known as “Xin Yimin” who came to do
business abroad. These business-savvy new generations started
traveling abroad to find investment areas. This phenomenon
resulted in Huai Khwang District becoming a new economic area for
the Chinese.
Most of the new generations of Chinese in Huai Khwang
District came from Guangxi and Yunnan Provinces. Initially arriving as
tourists, students, and workers, they saw the economic in the
district. As a result, Huai Khwang District, originally a residential,
community and commercial area for Thais, has become a settlement
and economic center for Chinese people. Particularly on Pracharat
Bamphen Road, there are many Chinese businesses, such as
restaurants, general stores, and Chinese language schools. The
business operations of the new generations have helped the Chinese
community in Huai Khwang District expand, making the area known

as the “New Chinatown” of Bangkok.

Keywords : Chinese business in Thailand, Huai Khwang District, Socio-

economic changes
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