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Abstract

This research aimed to 1) study the popularity of “Phra
Nang Rue Lom” narratives and 2) analyze the role of “Phra Nang
Ruea Lom” narratives in contemporary context. The research was
limited to 45 difference narratives and related folklore of “Phra
Nang Rue Lom”. Data were collected online including websites,
Facebook pages, YouTube channels, webpages, TikTok, X, as well
as television programs and non-fiction broadcasted on online

media in 2023. The analysis was conducted by using the tale types
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of Stith Thompson and the Theory of Four Functions of Folklore of
William Bascom.

It was found that “Phra Nang Ruea Lom” narratives have
been recorded, inherited, and spread on online media in various
forms such as articles, storytelling video clips, television programs,
non-fiction, songs, etc. Forty-five narratives were found and were
sorted into 4 types: 1) biography and record about the wrecked
boat incident, 2) love and mournfulness regarding King Rama V,
3) the construction of memorials of Phra Nang Ruea Lom, and
4) holiness, miracle, and making wishes. Phra Nang Ruea Lom
narratives in contemporary context had 4 roles: 1) the record of
historical incident, 2) emotional Rasa from tragedy, 3) the origin of
the amulet creation, memorials and Phra Nang Ruea Lom
worshipping rituals, and 4) meeting the psychological needs in the
secular world.

This case study showed that the contemporary media,
especially “internet media”, play an important role as a “narrator”
of Phra Nang Ruea Lom in present context rather than “oral”
narratives in the past. The story became widely known among Thai
people. Moreover, the narratives’ dynamic was derived from
recorded narratives to the holy ones, bringing about the belief of
worshipping “Phra Nang Ruea Lom” in order to meet individual

secular needs and to create the identity of the organization.

Keywords: Phra Nang Ruea Lom, popularity, role
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