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Abstract

This article reviews concepts and studies related to various
issues including: 1) concepts and approaches related to cemeteries
and beliefs about the afterlife communicated through cemetery
spaces and 2) characteristics of cemetery areas affected by urban
changes in Bangkok, where rapid urban expansion has occurred.
This rapid growth has led to changes in land use, resulting in
various problems such as issues with quality of life and a shortage

of green spaces that are insufficient to meet the needs of a
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growing urban population. According to the data from the Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration Environment Office in 2023, Bangkok
has a green space per capita of 7.63 square meters per person.
This is below the World Health Organization (WHO) standard of
9 square meters per person. Looking back at the development
of Bangkok since the early Rattanakosin era, it is evident that
burial grounds or cemeteries have continuously been affected
by urban changes and expansion. This raised questions for
research and data collection on how the living coexist with the
dead amid the changes of the times.

This article has the following objectives: 1) to study the
concepts and beliefs related to cemeteries, 2) to examine changes
in cemetery areas within the urban context, and 3) to investigate
how urban changes affect the characteristics of cemetery areas
in Bangkok.

From the review of concepts and studies related to cemeteries
and changes in cemetery areas, it is evident that the development of
cemetery spaces continues to evolve due to urban expansion and
the increasing demand for green spaces or public areas as the
population grows. The review of conservation and development
concepts for cemetery areas identifies three approaches: 1) preserving
the original state to maintain the uniqueness and original value of the
area, 2) developing the area into a museum or a cultural learning
space, and 3) transforming it into a public space for the surrounding
community. Case studies illustrate that all three development

approaches can be clearly applied, even in entirely different contexts.

Keywords: cemetery, urban area, change, Bangkok
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