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Abstract

This article aimed to study the strategies of language
usage for unraveling situations in Pathamasambodhikatha.
This research employed content analysis by studying and analyzing
Pathamasambodhikatha, written by Somdej Phra Maha Samana
Chao Krom Phra Paramanujitajinorasa, Department of Religious
Affairs Edition, 1962, totaling 29 sections.

It was found that there were 10 strategies of language usage
for unraveling situations: 1) expressing facts by reasoning 2) using
analogies 3) questioning to encourage thinking 4) showing the pros
5) offering consolation 6) making promises 7) making commands

8) reiterating 9) making suggestions and 10) making reproaches. More
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than one strategy can be found in each situation. The most
frequently used strategy of language usage for unraveling situations
in Pathamasambodhikatha was expressing facts by reasoning which
helped listeners to aware and encouraged their thinking process.
Furthermore, giving reasons made the speaker reliable, making the
listeners think carefully and follow what the speaker wanted, thus
it could make the situation unravel. Since, Pathamasambodhikatha
was a religious literature which aimed to provide readers with good
practices and faith in Buddhism, the author chose to express facts
by using reasoning most frequently to present that Buddhism
teaches people to live their lives based on the principles of cause
and effect. In addition, reasoning is consistent with the teachings of
Buddhism such as Paticcasamuppada and Sappurisa Dhamma that

teach people to use reasons in their lives.

Keywords : language usage strategy, unraveling situations,
Pathamasambodhikatha
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