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Abstract

This research aims to 1) Study the background and history of
migration of Thai Song Dam people in Thailand and their entry to Ban
Don Sub district, U Thong District, Suphan Buri Province 2) Explore the
culture of Thai Song Dam people in Ban Don Subdistrict, U Thong
District, Suphan Buri Province and 3) Study the cultural dynamic of the
Thai Song Dam people in Ban Don Subdistrict, U Thong District, Suphan
Buri Province. The study was conducted with the qualitative research
methodology. The key informants who are knowledgeable about the
culture of Thai Song Dam were selected by purposive sampling. The
data was collected using an in dept interview and analyzed by

triangulation. The study indicated that 1) The Thai Song Dam people
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originally settled in Muang Thaeng, currently known as the city of Dien
Bien Phu in Vietnam. The main reason of the people entering Thailand
was the war divided into 7 times from the reign of King Taksin the Great
to King Chulalongkomn. The people were sent to Khao Yoi District in
Phetchaburi Province due to its forested and mountainous area along
with a stream where is not flooded. The topography is similar to that
of Muang Thaeng in Sip Song Chau Tai region in which Song Dam
people used to live. After the abolition of slavery, some Thai Song Dam
people began to migrate back to their originative city. However, some
of them did not manage to reach the destination, so they settled in
various provinces including Ban Don Subdistrict in which they settled
in 1876 CE. 2) Thai Song Dam people also hold onto their conventional
cultures inherited from previous generations, for example, the cultures
related to birth, marriage, funerals, ghost worship including Sen Ruen
and Pad Tong, and a courtship ritual called In Khawn Fawn Khaen. 3)
Cultural dynamics arise from various factors such as time, technological
modernization, medical science, transport, economic status, urbanization,
and so on. The culture which has changed the most is birth while the

least is Pad Tong or the ghost worship.
Keyword : Culture, Dynamic, Thai Song Dam, Ban Don Subdistrict
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