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Abstract

This article aimed to 1) study life history of the overseas
Chinese in Thai society through the life story of a Chinese woman
who came to Thailand in 2473 B.E. until her death in 2540 B.E.
collected from a funeral memorial book and 2) present the
microhistory study which is a genre of history that focuses on small
units of research and is a practice aimed to return to a narrative
where the historians are generally concerned with overlooked

persons and marginalized voices.



v oo
el InusTsn
dindavzuaziausssu uninendusrvigiuaudadinszen

There are several distinctive features of the concept of
microhistory. Firstly, microhistory as a practice is essentially based
on the reduction of the scale of observation on a microscopic
analysis and an intensive study of the documentary material.
Secondly, microhistory focuses on individuals rather than groups
and treats them as the “margins” of power rather than the centre.
Thirdly, microhistory considers micro-analysis to work purely on
hermeneutics or a simplified analytic process involving the selection
of a specific point of real life to exemplify general concepts rather
than the starting-point for a broader moving towards generalization.
Fourthly, microhistory is characterized by the use of narrative.
Finally, microhistory includes examining the lives and experiences
of the disadvantaged and exploited individuals who are often
neglected by macrohistorical studies and who rarely fit the existing
or resulting model.

The microhistory study of the Chinese family’ s experiences
revealed the story of Teochew people's immigration to Thailand and
the settlement of Chinese in the Northeast region of Thailand. The
livelihood of this Chinese family in Chaiyaphum province also
revealed China’s economy and the Chinese’s economic roles in
Northeast Thailand as well as the overseas Chinese’s perspective
on their home country. Microhistory involves the intensive
investigation of well-defined smaller objects with the ambition of
drawing a larger picture of history. It emphasizes the use of primary
documents and a narrative style to bring the individual's role and

the diversity of history to the forefront.
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