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Abstract

This research is a qualitative research. The purposes of this
study were: to study of Khao Aao monastery cultural heritage
development from the past to the present, to study the value of
acknowledgement and appreciation, and also the process of
bringing the legend of Khao Aao monastery to the stakeholders in
a beneficial way. There were 23 key informants and the research
tools are the critical pedagosgical studies from literature, the in-
depth interviews, and the participant observations.The
results revealed that the sources of historical studies were
appeared on the story of Khao Aao monastery restoration in the

official document from Chao Praya Nakorn Sri Thammarat to Praya
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Kaew Koroppichai (the ruler of Muang Phatthalung) that was
written in 1741 B.C.Until in the 19th century, it appeared in local
oral literature that related to the Khao Aao monastery in the
following instances: 1) the legend of Somdej Chao Chom Tong and
Somdej Chao Pakoa 2) the legend of Buddha statue of Chao Fha
Im- Chao Fha Dok Mha Duea and 3) the legend of Pho Than Noh
Mho. In 1957-1987s, the legend of Khao Aao monastery developed
into its individual story. There are the keywords “Sum Nhak Wat
Kao Aao” and “Sum Nhak Kao Aao” which is Khao Aao
monastery’s outstanding symbolic. In between 1987-2007s, the
Khao Aao legend became more sophisticated, because it had been
connected with legends of Brahmans from India, and also the
appearance of words as; “Tak Sila Thang Siyasatra” and “Sappaya
Bunn Phot”, widely used to enlarge on the meaning of “Sum
Nhak”. The legend of Khao Aao monastery turned into the
prominent cultural heritage that pushes the local cultural heritage
management forward in the present days. The perspective study
of Khao Aao monastery cultural heritage values for the
stakeholder. It indicated the identity, social and culture
values.These results lead to the theory, that the utilization of the
Khao Aao monastery legend of cultural heritage which all
stakeholders could be beneficial in the similar topics as follow; 1)
the need to use the Khao Aao monastery legend for promoting
their identity and 2) the need to use the legend for developing

social and culture issues of the locals for the future
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