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An almost 100 years old Thai traditional house
(Panya style) situated on Bang Sai Kai Khlong (canal) is
called “Baan Ekanak” (Baan means house in Thai) or “Baan
Phraya Prasong” (Prasong is the name of its first owner). In
the past, this house had an old and nearly tumbled-down,
galvanized iron fence as a boundary between itself and the

campus of Baan Somdet Chaophraya Rajabhat University.
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And the house on the canal side had a door (always tight-

shut), over which hung a large sign with characters read
“Baan Ekanak.”

Prior to the restoration, the house was in a very
dilapidated state, unable to inhibit. Sometimes, a middle-
aged woman was seen going in and out of the house.
Moreover, when we looked inside the house, an elderly
woman might have been seen (but not clearly), and perhaps
a long-time staff of the university was seen carrying a food
tray into the house. With all these things, students or even
the lecturers teaching in the nearby area have spread a
rumor that this house is a haunting one, etc.

After trying to seek after the truth, our team had
met with Jaruayporn Pewluang, who gave us the name
of an elderly woman living in the house: Prayoon Ekanak.
Since having no descendents of her own, Proyoon lived in the
house with her only long-time maid. She was the one and
only daughter of Police Colonel Phraya Prasongsaphakarn,
the then Deputy Director-General of the Police Depart-
ment, the first owner of the house, and Khunying Yen. This
Phraya’s former name was Yuang Ekanak. Yuang was the
eldest son of Muen Chamnanchak (Nak Ekanak) and Phrae
(his second wife). However, Jaruayporn was a daughter of
Nak’s third wife (Choy), thus being Phraya Prasongsapha-
karn’s younger sister and Prayoon’s aunt. Even though Nak’s
Thai style house (which was over 100 years old) was located
within the same area of Baan Ekanak, it was completely
damaged by fire in 1992.

Ekanak was survived. When Prayoon had passed away,

Fortunately, the nearby Baan

this house was then closed indefinitely. According to the
will, the house’s ownership rights had been transferred to

the Baan Somdet Chaophraya Rajabhat University.
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Baan Ekanak was built in the reign of King Rama VI

(in 1919). Due to no descendents, this house was deserted
and neglected, surrounded with various disorderly-grown
trees, both big and small. When peering into the house, the
beauty could still be traced despite its state of stunningly
worn-out and disrepair. However, the house was restored
- various carving designs surrounding the house, including
the repair of some sheets of ceramic floor which were come
off and eventually lost (due to long passage of time). Part
of the said sheets had been sent to some skillful craft men
to make the imitations (the same process applied with the
stucco design on the railings). Most of the house’s valuables
were donated to Wat Anong Kharam.

The old galvanized iron fence was pull down,

causing joining of the two land plots. However, this house
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had been so neglected that it was gradually sinking into the
earth. In 1985, Assistant Prof. Amphai Witayawiroj (the then
Director, Art and Culture Center of Baan Somdet Chaophraya
Rajabhat University) had proceeded with the project of
the house’s registration to be a historical place. But until
1988, due to some obstacles, Ajarn Sudarat Charnlae-kha,
had started working with the Center and was the one who
played an important role in running the house’s restoration
project. At present, Baan Ekanak has been maintained in
good condition, mostly resembling the original house.
Nowadays, Baan Ekanak is under the oversee-
ing of Baan Somdet Chaophraya Rajabhat University. The
University’s Art and Culture Center would like this house to
be the location of “Thonburi Study” Project, as well as the

center of knowledge of Thonburi culture. A huge collection
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of studies and research is set up for building overall know-
ledge on Thonburi culture and wisdom, including making it
to be the place of various relevant activities (in coordination
with the local community). The Center of Thonburi Study

Museum consists of 10 exhibition rooms, as follows:

Room no. 1 History of Baan Ekanak

This room displays the house’s various articles. For
example: the owner’s personal belongings, the historical
accounts of the family name “Ekanak”, including ceramic
vases, the balcony, the wooden pillars, the house’s vari-
ous photos showing both before and after the restoration

times, etc.
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Room no. 2 Ways of Life in Thonburi

The room exhibits various accounts of ways of
life in Thonburi, from past to present, of boatmen and
gardeners along the waterways as well as their ways of life
and religions, their ways of maintaining life together with
their present existence. These can clearly reflect the overall

picture of Thonburi and eventually predict its future.

Room no. 3 Local Vocations in Thonburi

This room shows Thonburi’s local vocations continu-
ally passed on from generation to generation, for example:
flute making, miniature Khon mask making, Thai stone basin
making, Kudi Chin cub cake making, gardening, orchard

making, etc.

Room no. 4 Thonburi Culture and Tradition

This room presents cultural diversity of Thonburi.
Since Thonburi is the melting pot of various ethnic groups:
Thai, Chinese, Mon, Laotian, etc., the religion diversity (for

example: Buddhism, Christianity, Sikhism, Islam), including

language diversity, is naturally unavoidable.
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Room no. 5 Thonburi in the Past

The displays include various paintings of former
Thonburi, from being tax-collecting and checkpoint town to
the later-established Thailand’s third capital named Krung

Thonburi Srimahasamut for 15 years.

Room no. 6 King Taksin the Great

Exhibitions and presentations of this room are his-
torical accounts of King Taksin the Great’s various obligations.
For example: his personal history, military obligations and

successes, works on religion, art and culture, etc.

Room no. 7 Religions and Architecture

This room exhibits the outstanding and different
religious and architectural style of Thonburi period. Various
religious places: Buddhist temple, Christian Church, Muslim
Mosque, are the moral-boosting centers of each religion
followers. However, every religion has one and the same

purpose: teaching everyone to be good, generous (both to
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him/herself, the society, and finally the nation), including
changing and softening the follower’s heart to be the soci-
ety’s qualified person.
Room no. 8 The House’s Original Owner

This room shows articles and belongings as well as
a resting corner of Police Colonel Phraya Prasongsaphakamn
(when he was alive). His bed chamber, desk, and cabinet

are also on display.

Room no. 9 Outstanding People

Thonburi has long been regarded as one of Thai-
land’s important capital cities. Many outstanding persons
have been born and lived in this area since time immortal.
For example: various Kings, noblemen, King’s servants,
Buddhist monks, philosophers, local people, etc. Their bi-
ographies and autobiographies are very valuable for those

interested in studying and researching on this subject.

Room no. 10 The Main Hall

This place exhibits many artifacts of beautiful archi-
tecture, especially woodcarving design which is graceful and
fascinating.  This original house’s architectural style shows
the uniqueness of Panya Thai House.

The Center of Thonburi Study Museum also provides
various media in order to equip the visitors with various and
convenient research methods. For example: Touch Screen
Computer System, articles, books, textbooks, thesis, mini-
thesis/long paper, etc.

The Museum is open to general public every day,
Monday — Friday during 09:00-16:30 hrs. Besides the
house’s architectural values, its surrounding landscape has
been improved and beautified (in the style of open museum),

to be used as activity grounds for arts and cultures.







